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Welcome Message

Welcome to the inaugural Word Feast: Fredericton’s Literary Festival!
After a harvest, it’s time for a feast. Once we knew that our festival would take
place the week after the Harvest Jazz & Blues Music Festival, our name was born.
We are thrilled to be bringing writers from across the country to Fredericton.
Known as the Poet’s Corner of Canada, Fredericton is also, arguably, the birth
place of Canadian literature, so we’ve strived to include fiction, creative nonfiction, graphic novels, and children’s literature in our programming. We believe
that books feed creativity and imagination, and we wanted to be sure there was
something for everyone.
Aspiring writers will find stimulating talks and plenty of workshops to hone their
craft. We’ve also put special care into our children’s programming, as inspiring
the next generation of readers and writers is part of our vision to foster literacy
and inspire creativity, and we are confident that our 2017 program makes a lasting
impact.
When I first became Fredericton’s Cultural Laureate and learned that I had funding for a legacy project, I knew I wanted to organize a literary festival for the city.
But I couldn’t do it alone. A great deal of care and work has gone into making
Word Feast happen, and I want to thank all our sponsors and community partners — and there are many. We could not have put on this festival without them,
and it is heartening to see a city so ready to embrace the arts. Just as important is
the dedicated group of volunteers who have been planning behind the scenes for
well over a year. Their hard work and dedication to bringing this festival to life
have been remarkable, and we are all so lucky to have them. Thank you doesn’t
seem like enough, but seeing this festival take place and inspire others is a very
good start. We hope to see it become a lasting part of the city’s cultural landscape
Now . . . are you ready to feed your imagination? We can’t wait to see you at this
year’s feast! Welcome!

— Ian LeTourneau, Festival Chair

Table of Contents
Official Launch / Word Feast Book Fair 			
2
Word Feast Community Impact Award 			
3
Celebrating New Brunswick / Hops and Line Breaks
4
Friday Night Fiction 					
5
Poets Past / Words & Music 				
6
Children’s Events 					
7
Workshops 						8
Wolastoq Speaker Series 					9
Odd Sundays / Biographical Notes 		
10
Sponsors						
14

Official Launch

Fredericton Public Library Art Gallery, 12 Carleton Street
Wednesday, September 20
7pm | Free!
Join us for the official kickoff to Word Feast in the art gallery of the
Fredericton Public Library! We’ll be presenting the first ever Word Feast
Community Impact Award; we’ll be showcasing the literary diversity
of our community with a series of short readings from Lucas Crawford,
Dr. Arash Habibi Lashkari, Neyda H. Long, Jean-Philippe Raîche, and
Rebecca Salazar; and we’ll be featuring a reading by Peter Clair from his
newly published novel Taapoategl & Pallet: A Mi’kmaq Journey (Chapel
Street Editions, 2017).
Coinciding with our launch in the gallery space is a special Book Cover
and Design Exhibit (from September 12 - 30), curated by Keith Helmuth.
It includes cover art and book design from six regional publishers: Goose
Lane Editions, Chapel Street Editions, Anchorage Press, Rabbittown
Press, Monster House Publishing, and Gaspereau Press.
Help us get Word Feast officiallly launched! And did we mention . . .
there will be cake!

Word Feast Book Fair
Fredericton Public Library, Chickadee Hall
Wednesday, September 20
3pm - 7pm | Free!

Be sure to drop by the Fredericton Public Library’s Chickadee Hall
through the afternoon to browse exhibitor tables to see what local book
and magazine publishers, as well as local authors have to offer.
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Community Impact Award
2017 Recipient — Robert Gibbs

The Word Feast Community Impact Award recognizes substantial
contribution to Fredericton’s literary community. It will be given
at the Official Launch on September 20.
Robert Gibbs was born in Saint John on
February 3, 1930 and raised in various
parts of the city. Much of his poetry and
fiction is set in the Saint John of the 1930s
and 40s. Gibbs received his BA at UNB,
studied at Cambridge University, and
then came back to UNB to work on an
MA and PhD. After teaching in public
school for several years, he returned in
1963 to Fredericton to teach at UNB and
stayed there until his retirement in 1989 as
a Professor Emeritus. He was the Director of Graduate Studies and of Creative
Writing, and an editor in various capacities for The Fiddlehead. He is cherished by
many poets as their mentor and respected
for his unwavering critical eye in editing. Although Gibbs is primarily
known as a poet with nine books of poetry, he also has published two
widely-praised collections of stories and two novels. His last publication
was The Essential Robert Gibbs, which contains 37 of his best poems.
“[Gibbs’] poems contain sensual and witty descriptions of human and
non-human landscapes, subtle insights into relationships, and a sophisticated understanding of the workings of the mind, the mutterings of
dream, and the interworkings of conscience, the subconscious, grief, and
nostalgia.”
— M. Travis Lane
The poetry of Robert Gibbs plumbs depths of insight and imagination
with an appealing mix of the casual and the polished, the idiomatic and
the freshly turned. His strongest poems are among the most distinctive
written in Canada during the past half a century. His sharp-eyed, muscular, humane lines need a much wider readership on their journeys
“skipping round the biosphere.”
— Brian Bartlett

3

Celebrating New Brunswick
Beaverbrook Art Gallery, 703 Queen Street
Thursday, September 21
7pm | Free! + Cash Bar

Join us for an exciting evening at the Beaverbrook Art Gallery featuring
readings by the 2017 New Brunswick Book Awards Winners: Kerry-Lee
Powell (Fiction), Bobbi-Jean MacKinnon (Nonfiction), and M. Travis Lane
(Poetry). MC Ross Leckie, NB Book Award Committee Member.

Kerry Lee Powell

Bobbi-Jean MacKinnon

M. Travis Lane

About the New Brunswick Book Awards
The provincial book awards program celebrates the best books written
by New Brunswickers and is presented by The Fiddlehead and the Writers’
Federation of New Brunswick.

Hops and Line Breaks
King Street Ale House, 546 King Street
Friday, September 22
5:30pm | Free!

Elena Johnson (Vancouver), Claire Kelly (Edmonton), and Don McKay (St. John’s) will converge to read over supper at the King Street Ale
House. Event is free; food not included.

Elena Johnson

Claire Kelly
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Don McKay

Friday Night Fiction
Memorial Hall, UNB Campus
Friday, September 22
8pm | $10

Friday night is for fiction! Join us at Memorial Hall on the UNB campus
for a reading by Riel Nason, the award winning author of The Town that
Drowned and most recently of All the Things We Leave Behind. Then be
treated to the first annual Word Feast Lecture, delivered this year by
Rebecca Rosenblum, Toronto-based writer who brings to Fredericton
her new novel So Much Love. The evening rounds out with a moderated
discussion with both authors led by CBC host Colleen Kitts-Goguen.
There will be a silent auction of art items as well as a raffle draw for wonderful prizes.

Word Feast Lecture — Rebecca Rosenblum
Sorry Not Sorry: Unlikeable Characters in Canadian Literature
(and why we kind of love them)
Despite our reputation for politeness and affability, Canadians create
some decidedly unpleasant characters. From villains we love to hate
to antiheroes we feel uncomfortable liking, from Josie Pye to Barney’s
Version, CanLit is filled with fascinating jerks. What draws us to these
seemingly repellent creations?

Riel Nason

Rebecca Rosenblum

5

Poets Past

Forest Hill Cemetery, 325 Firest Hill Road
Saturday, September 23
1pm | Free!
Join poet Jane Tims as she leads a talk about the cultural history of
Fredericton’s poets with special guest readers reciting poems of those
buried at Forest Hill Cemetery. Poets remembered will include Elizabeth
Brewster, Christian Brun, Bliss Carman, Fred Cogswell, Alden Nowlan,
Charles G.D. Roberts, and Francis Sherman.

Words & Music
Memorial Hall, UNB Campus
Saturday, September 23
8pm | $10

The marquee event of the festival! Allan Cooper will read from his new
poetry collection Everything We’ve Loved Comes Back to Find Us (Gaspereau, 2017) and festival headliner Rebecca Rosenblum will read from
her novel So Much Love (Penguin Random House, 2017).
We will also have sets of original music by local singer-songwriters Tim
Walker and Jonathan Bowie.

Allan Cooper

Rebecca Rosenblum
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Word Feast in the Schools

Throughout the week, festival authors will be visiting Fredericton schools
to engage students with an exciting blend of humour, wordplay, and
imaginative storytelling. Authors will read from their work, talk about
experiences with the writing process, and inspire students to pursue their
own creativity.
Please note: Word Feast in the Schools events will be exclusive to students
and staff of respective schools and closed to the public.

Book Launch!

Harriet Irving Library, UNB | Thursday, September 21, 4pm | Free!
Join editors Sheree Fitch and Anne Hunt along with various contributors
as they celebrate the launch of Whispers of Mermaids and Wonderful Things:
Atlantic Canadian Poetry and Verse for Children.

Saturday Morning Spectacular!
Beaverbrook Art Gallery
Saturday, September 23
10am - noon
Free!

Every kid loves Saturday morning and Word Feast is planning a spectacular Saturday celebrating creativity and the arts in New Brunswick. This
free event combines music, books, and artwork to create a one-of-a-kind,
fun-filled experience for children of all ages.
Come hear children’s storytellers and poets sharing their wild and inventive work, admire gallery artwork, dream along to a fantastic, original
live musical, and participate in an artist’s workshop for children (workshop seating is limited — first come, first served!).
A surprise, special guest emcee (shhhfff!!) will be on hand to conduct
the fun as this Saturday morning combines music, words, and colour to
create a magical, laugh-out-loud experience for the whole family!
Artist workshops will run from 10am - 11am, followed by readings, music and silliness from 11am - noon!
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Workshops

We are offering five diverse workshops for aspiring writers to choose
from. Each workshop is $20 and space is limited. Fuller descriptions are
available at wordfeast.ca/workshops. All workshops take place at the
Fredericton Pulic Library. To register, email info@wordfeast.ca.

Thursday, September 21 (1 - 3 pm)
Elena Johnson | The Secret Ingredients of a Poem
Why do some poems fall flat, and others leave us dazzled and
intrigued? In this workshop, participants will discover the secret
ingredients that give the best poems their mysterious spark.

Friday, September 22 (1 - 3 pm)
Kathie Goggin | Write your life stories with confidence
Learn simple but effective writing techniques to develop your
personal writing style and guide personal experiences and
anecdotes onto the blank page as painlessly as possible.
Sue Sinclair | Poetry as Locomotion: How Poems Get Around
Poems are kinetic creatures; they offer different paces of experience and feature different ways of moving. In this workshop we
will craft poems that explore some of the ways in which poetry
can move, and we’ll notice how the pace and style of movement
may bear on emotional tone and meaning.

Saturday, September 23 (1 - 3 pm)
Roland Daigle & Kathy Mac | Making Comic Art: Using Images and
Words to Tell a Story
In this introductory workshop on creating a graphic
novel, participants will use some basic principles
of storytelling to create a one page story combining
words and drawings. Participants will explore the basic elements of drawing with an emphasis on human
anatomy and proportion.
Rebecca Rosenblum | Talking Characters
This is a workshop to help writers bring fictional characters to
life in a number of ways, but especially by focusing on dialogue.
Participants should come prepared with a story-in-progress or
at least a story-in-mind.
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Wolastoq Speaker Series

Join community experts as they talk about a diverse array of literary
topics. All talks are approximately 25-30 minutes. Please arrive approximately 10 minutes before noon. There will be short question and answer
period after the talk. Talks are free and open to all (although you have to
buy your own lunch!).
Please visit our website wordfeast.ca for full descriptions.
Tuesday, September 19 | Cary Caffrey
“Independent Publishing: Become a bestselling, professional writer
— all on your own.”
Cary Caffrey will talk about opportunities and challenges of
indie publishing.
Cinnamon Café | 469 King Street
Wednesday, September 20 | Mark Jarman
“Endings are Tough: Confessions of a Fiction Editor”
Mark Jarman will talk about problems and solutions in story
endings.
Abbey Café & Gallery/Red Rover Ciderhouse | 546 Queen Street

Thursday, September 21 | Jo-Anne Elder
“Bridges and Thresholds”
Jo-Anne Elder will share her translations of poems by Christian Brun and talk about the translation process.
Isaac’s Way | 649 Queen Street
Friday September 22 | Rebekah Chassé
“Making the work live — techniques for reading your work for
others”
During this talk Rebekah Chassé will provide a guide for
animating your written work through breathing and use of
body language.
The Crowne Plaza Governor’s Room | 659 Queen Street
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Odd Sundays

Fredericton Public Library | Sunday, September 24, 1pm - 4 pm | Free!
Join odd sundays, the local reading series, as they host a special celebration of local writers and writing groups to kick off their season with eight
groups from around the city, with more than thirty five total members.
Each group will have twenty minutes for a brief introduction and time
for members to read. This will be an opportunity for members to read
from their work and to meet those from other writing groups in the city.

Bigraphical Notes
Jonathan Bowie is a Fredericton-based singer-songwriter whose musical resume
includes stints with bands playing pop, blues-rock, pop-punk, East Coast hardcore, thrash punk, melodic metal, solo acoustic, and most recently he led indie
pop band, The Westerbergs. He writes most of the songs he performs.
Maika-Evelyn Branch is a 14-year-old author and speaker based in Moncton,
NB. Her first book, Calagarmii Cliffs, was published by Redemption House Publishing in 2013. Her second book, Sisters of Serenah, was released independently
in 2016. Maika speaks three languages, loves to act, and offers engaging and
inspirational workshops for elementary and middle grade students.
Cary Caffrey is the author of the bestselling science-fiction series, The Girls from
Alcyone. A full-time writer and part-time teacher, he studied at Concordia University and the University of British Columbia, earning a BA and MFA in creative
writing, as well as the Jacob Zilber award for screenwriting.
Rebekah Chassé is a theatre artist and radio columnist with dozens of roles to her
credit. Her latest credit was an appearance in the Saint John premiere of Theatre
Free Radical’s “Soft Target.” She has appeared in theatre festivals in Vancouver,
Toronto and Edmonton and has a weekly movie and TV review segment on
CBC’s Information Morning Fredericton
Peter J. Clair, a Mi’kmaq, is from Elsipogtog, Signigtog territory, within Oapenaagi. He has spent a good part of his life working in the ancient art of basket-making. Later on in life, he went to British Columbia to broaden his studies.
Peter continues to make baskets and continues to explore writing.
Allan Cooper is the author of 15 books of poems, most recently Everything We’ve
Loved Comes Back To Find Us (Gaspereau Press, 2017). He has twice won the Alfred Bailey Award and was a finalist for the CBC Literary awards three times. He
divides his time between Riverview and his ancestral home in Alma, NB.

Lucas Crawford is the author of Sideshow Concessions, which won the Robert Kroetsch Award for Innovative Poetry. Look for Lucas’ poem in the forthcoming book, The Best of the Best Canadian Poetry. Lucas also published a research book
called Transgender Architectonics. Lucas teaches at UNB and is from rural NS.

10

Roland Daigle’s first graphic novel, Les Aventures de John et Médée, will be
published with Bouton d’or Acadie (Moncton) in 2018. He has studied illustration at the School of the Museum of Fine Arts at Tufts University in Boston and
L’Académie de Beaux Arts de Tournai in Belgium. He lives near Richibucto, NB.
Jo-Anne Elder has translated over twenty books of poetry, theatre, film, fiction,
and non-fiction, of which three were shortlisted for a Governor General’s prize.
They include Beatitudes, originally by Herménégilde Chiasson, and One, by Serge
Patrice Thibodeau. Her collection of flash fiction, Postcards from Ex-Lovers (Broken
Jaw Press, 2005), won the WFNB’s inaugural David Adams Richards Prize.
Sheree Fitch is one of Canada’s most beloved and celebrated children’s authors.
Sheree began her writing career in Fredericton, and this year marks the 30th anniversary of her first book, Toes in my Nose and Other Poems. Since that book’s publication in 1987, Sheree has won almost every major award for Canadian children’s
literature and published more than twenty-five books for readers of all ages.
Kathie Goggin has helped many people through classes and workshops to craft
their oral stories and anecdotes into the written word. She is a member of WFNB
and several writing groups. She enjoys memoir writing, teaching, story telling for
children, and songwriting.
Mark Anthony Jarman is the author of Knife Party at the Hotel Europa, My White
Planet, 19 Knives, New Orleans Is Sinking, Dancing Nightly in the Tavern, and the
travel book Ireland’s Eye. His novel, Salvage King Ya!, is on Amazon.ca’s list of 50
Essential Canadian Books. He teaches at UNB, where he is fiction editor of The
Fiddlehead.
Elena Johnson’s poetry collection, Field Notes for the Alpine Tundra (Gaspereau,
2015), was written at a remote ecology research station in the Yukon. A finalist
for the CBC Literary Awards and the Alfred G. Bailey Prize, her poetry has been
published widely, including in The Fiddlehead, ARC, and Best Canadian Poetry.
Claire Kelly’s first full-length collection is Maunder (Palimpsest Press). She has
curated a chapbook of emerging Edmonton poets for Frog Hollow Press’s City
Series. She lives and writes in Edmonton, and is currently working on two new
poetry manuscripts, one on moving to Alberta from New Brunswick, and one on
contemporary loneliness.
Colleen Kitts-Goguen is a writer and broadcaster with CBC News. She also
spent many years in publishing, working for Goose Lane Editions in acquisitions
and publicity. She credits her mother, the late Alice Kitts, for instilling a love of
reading. Along with her sister, Wendy Kitts, she sponsors the WFNB’s Alice Kitts
Memorial Prize for Excellence in Children’s Literature
M. Travis Lane lives in Fredericton, NB, and has published seventeen books of
poetry. She has won numerous awards, including the 2016 Lieutenant Governors
Award for Excellence in the Literary Arts. Her last two books, Crossover and The
Witch of the Inner Woods, both won the NB Book Award for Poetry.
Dr. Arash Habibi Lashkari is a research associate at the Canadian Institute for
Cybersecurity at UNB. He authored and co-authored more than 10 books in English and Persian languages. Dr. Arash has been awarded 3 gold medals as well
as 12 silver and bronze medals in international competitions around the world.
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Adèle Leblanc is a gifted young pianist and composer who began playing piano
at the age of 10. Now 15, her résumé boasts multiple public performances, including four years of musical accompaniment for École Sainte-Anne theatre. She
recently composed a series of original piano compositions inspired by the history
of St. Anne’s Point (the original French settlement that later became Fredericton).
Marla Lesage is a Fredericton-based illustrator and member of the Society of
Children’s Books Writers and Illustrators. Marla creates whimsical ink line and
watercolour with bold colours and a limited palette. She has studied under Katie
Fitzrandolph, Illustrator Mark Mitchell, and has participated in the Fredericton
Arts Alliance’s Artists in Schools and Artists in Residence programs.
Born in Caracas, Venezuela, Neyda H. Long obtained a Ph.D. in Educational
Studies from the University of New Brunswick. Her first Anthology of poems is
El comienzo inconcluso (Editorial Alondras, Montreal). She also published her first
bilingual (Spanish-English) children’s storybook, The Flower/ La Bella Flor.
A grad of the NS College of Art and Design, Kathy Mac is the author of Human
Misunderstanding (2017), The Hundefräulein Papers (2009) and Nail Builders Plan for
Strength and Growth (2001). She runs the creative writing programs at St. Thomas
University, where she has taught a class in visual texts.
Bobbi-Jean MacKinnon is a reporter and web editor for the CBC. Her book Shadow of Doubt: The Trial of Dennis Oland was shortlisted for a Crime Writers of Canada Arthur Ellis Award for excellence in non-fiction writing and won the NB Book
Award for non-fiction. Originally from Ottawa, she resides in Saint John, NB.
Paul McAllister is a Fredericton-based children’s author and the owner of
Monster House Publishing. Paul’s first book, There and Back Again, A Herman Tale,
was released in 2016. Using the “Herman the Monster” series as its foundation,
Monster House Publishing strives to encourage youth to embrace the joys of
reading while emphasizing the potential of every child.
Jennifer McGrath is an award-winning children’s author based in Moncton,
NB. Jennifer has written two middle-school adventure novels, and two picture books. Her recent book, The Snow Knows, was awarded the 2017 NB Book
Award for Children’s Literature. She is an enthusiastic and animated workshop
presenter.
Don McKay has published numerous books of poetry and several books of
essays. The poetry has been recognized with a number of awards, including two
Governor General’s Awards and the Griffin Poetry Prize. His most recent collection is Angular Unconformity: Collected Poems. He lives in St. John’s, NL.
Riel Nason is the award-winning author of The Town That Drowned and All the
Things We Leave Behind. A professional antique dealer for many years, Nason
wrote a column on collectibles for New Brunswick’s Telegraph-Journal for more
than a decade. Riel lives in Quispamsis, New Brunswick, with her family.
Kerry Lee Powell’s debut collection of poetry, Inheritance, was published by
Biblioasis Press in 2014 and was nominated for the 2015 Gerald Lampert Memorial Award. Her debut fiction collection, Willem de Kooning’s Paintbrush won the
Alistair McLeod Prize for Short Fiction and the NB Book Award for Fiction.
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Poète acadien né en 1970, Jean-Philippe Raîche évoque dans son œuvre les destins collectifs tragiques, l’exil volontaire et l’errance. Érigeant le déracinement
comme figure de la condition humaine, il fait du corps aimé l’unique lieu du
retour. Il a publié, aux éditions Perce-Neige, Une Lettre au bout du monde en 2001
et Ne réveillez pas l’amour avant qu’elle ne le veuille en 2007 (Prix Aliénor ‒ France,
Prix Louise-Labé ‒ France).
Rebecca Rosenblum is the author of two acclaimed short story collections, The Big
Dream and Once, winner of the Metcalf-Rooke Award and named one of Quill &
Quire’s “15 Books That Mattered in 2008.” Her fiction has been shortlisted for the
Journey Prize, the National Magazine Awards, and the Danuta Gleed Literary
Award. She lives in Toronto. So Much Love is her first novel.
Rebecca Salazar is the author of Guzzle (Anstruther), and an editor for The
Fiddlehead and Icehouse Poetry. Her poetry recently appeared in Poetry is Dead,
and Prism, with non-fiction in The Puritan and Partisan Magazine. Originally from
Sudbury, Ontario, she is currently a PhD candidate and Vanier scholar at UNB.
Sue Sinclair is the author of four previous collections, all of them nominated for
regional and/or national awards. In 2012 she was Writer-in-Residence at UNB,
and in 2013 she served as the inaugural Critic-in-Residence for CWILA. Sue was
raised in Newfoundland and is now based in Fredericton, where she writes, edits
and teaches.
Jane Tims is a botanist, poet and historian. She has published four books, including within easy reach, poetry about edible wild plants. Her next book, in the shelter
of the covered bridge, will be published in 2018. Jane is interested in preservation of
our built heritage and appreciation of nature.
Tim Walker is a Fredericton-based singer-songwriter who writes and performs
with Fredericton bands Grand Theft Bus and Heat and Lights. GTB offers accessible music that is left-of-center pop, with slightly cryptic lyrics. Heat and Lights
delivers more straight ahead music, both sonically and lyrically. Tim quite enjoys
stepping onstage to deliver his own music in the form of solo acoustic sets.
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Thank You to Our Sponsors

Cedar Valley Investments Ltd.

We acknowledge the support of the
Canada Council for the Arts and
the League of Canadian Poets.
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