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Support Word Feast!
Buy a 50/50 ticket, which will be available at most events throughout the 
week. Tickets will be $2 each or 3 for $5. Prize packages will include lots of 
books and other literary goodies. 

Also, stop by the lobby of the Fredericton Public Library during the week 
to bid on our silent auction! Many local artists have made donations.



Welcome to the second annual Word Feast: Fredericton’s Literary Festival! We are 
thrilled to once again be bringing writers from across the country to Fredericton to 
foster literacy and inspire creativity.
 

This year’s theme is Personal and Cultural Memory. We hope the readings, talks, 
workshops, panels, as well as the keynote lecture to be delivered by Wayne Johnston, 
will inspire you to reflect on how memory, like the St. John River (or the Wolastoq, 
as it was originally known in Maliseet) featured in our logo, is constantly changing 
as it flows and moves through time, gathering new information and experiences. 

Once again, this festival is brought to you by a dedicated group of volunteers who 
have been working tirelessly to plan this year’s activities (Nancy Bauer, Auralia 
Brooke, Roxanne Duplisea, Zach Hapeman, Jennifer Houle, Nicole O’Byrne, Julia 
Stewart, and David Watts). Their hard work and dedication to bring this festival to 
life have been remarkable. Thank you doesn’t seem like enough, but the chance to 
see this festival inspire others will go a long way.

And so we invite you to immerse yourself in literature . . . and to remember.

— Ian LeTourneau, Festival Chair

Welcome Message

Message de Bienvenue
Bienvenue au deuxième Word Feast, le festival littéraire annuel de Fredericton. Nous 
sommes ravis d’avoir encore la chance de vous présenter des auteurs de partout au 
Canada, ici à Fredericton, avec le but de cultiver la lecture et inspirer la créativité.

Cette année, le thème du festival est La mémoire — personelle et culturelle. On espère 
que les lectures, causeries, ateliers, tables rondes, et le discours liminaire de Wayne 
Johnston, vous inspireront à réfléchir sur la mémoire qui, tout comme la rivière Saint-
Jean (appelée à l’origine le Wolastoq par le peuple Maliseet) illustrée dans notre logo, 
coule et se transforme à travers le temps, receuillant de nouveaux renseignements et 
des expériences novatrices. 

Encore une fois, le festival vous est offert par un groupe de bénévoles dévoués 
qui ont travaillés d’arrache-pied pour planifier les activités (Nancy Bauer, Auralia 
Brooke, Roxanne Duplisea, Zach Hapeman, Jennifer Houle, Nicole O’Byrne, Julia 
Stewart, et David Watts). Leur travail et leur engagement ont été extraordinaires. Un 
simple mot de merci ne semble pas suffir, mais l’occasion de constater l’inspiration 
dont ce festival apportera à la communauté fera sûrement beaucoup de bien.

On vous invite donc à vous immerser dans la littérature . . . et de vous souvenir.

— Ian LeTourneau, Président du Conseil
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Official Launch
Government House, 51 Woodstock Road

Monday, September 17
7pm | Free!

Join us for the official kickoff to Word Feast at historic Government 
House! We’ll be presenting the second annual Word Feast Community 
Impact Award; we’ll be showcasing the literary diversity of our commu-
nity with a series of short readings from Muhammad Al-Digeil, Emily 
Skov-Nielsen, and Nathaniel G. Moore; and we’ll have feature readings 
by Herménégilde Chiasson and Jo-Anne Elder! Come help us launch!

Please RSVP: info@wordfeast.ca

Tuesday's Stage
Grimross Brewing, 600 Bishop Drive

Tuesday, September 18
7pm | Free!

A poet, a playwright, and a novelist walk into a bar . . . you might think 
that’s the set-up for a joke, but it’s actually the set-up for Tuesday’s Stage, 
an excellent set of readings and discussion. Join us for literary insight 
from award-winning poet Phil Hall, playwright Clarissa Hurley, and 
novelist Wayne Curtis. CBC host Vanessa Vander Valk will be our emcee, 
and will moderate a discussion with all three authors after the readings.

Phil Hall, Clarissa Hurley, and Wayne Curtis
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Community Impact Award

Testimonials
“Ross Leckie is the most important mentor I have ever had. He was an 
extraordinary teacher to me when I was at UNB. Over time, I have real-
ized how grateful I am for his generosity, for showing me what it means 
and how it feels to be in a supportive writing community, for modeling 
for me the many ways I can encourage and empower my own students.” 

— Adam Dickinson

“Poets and teachers are tasked with shining a light, being the light. Ross does 
this, of course, but more importantly, he has shown us how to look at its edg-
es, watch the shadows, and play in the inky pools of language.” 

— Charmaine Cadeau

“While studying at UNB, I had experience of how Ross helped to create 
an atmosphere of poetry, where all things poetic received serious thought 
and discussion. As a mentor and teacher, Ross was always generous with 
his time and attention. Ross is one of those few people working in the 
background to create and maintain a cultural community. Thankless work 
that needs to be acknowledged and celebrated and thanked.”

— Shane Rhodes

Ross Leckie’s most recent publication 
is The Critique of Pure Reason, a 
chapbook from Frog Hollow Press. 
He has published three full-length 
books of poetry, A Slow Light with the 
Signal Editions series of the Véhicule 
Press; The Authority of Roses with Brick 
Books and Gravity’s Plumb Line with 
Gaspereau Press. His creative work has 
appeared in such journals as ARIEL, 
The New Republic, Denver Quarterly, 
Southwest Review, and American Literary 
Review.

2018 Recipient — Ross Leckie
The Word Feast Community Impact Award recognizes substantial contribu-
tion to Fredericton’s literary community. It will be awarded at the Official Launch.
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Celebrating New Brunswick
Picaroons Roundhouse, 912 Union Street 

Wednesday, September 19 
7pm | Free!

Join us for an exciting evening at the Picaroons Roundhouse featuring 
readings by the 2017 New Brunswick Book Awards Winners: Allan 
Cooper (Poetry), Rachel Bryant (Nonfiction), and Peter Clair (Fiction). 
Our emcee for the evening is UNB English Professor Jennifer Andrews.

About the New BruNswick Book AwArds: The provincial book awards program 
celebrates the best books written by New Brunswickers and is presented by The 
Fiddlehead and the Writers’ Federation of New Brunswick. 

Allan Cooper, Rachel Bryant, and Peter Clair

This year’s winning books!

Fiction: Taapoategl & Pallet by Peter Clair (Chapel Street Editions) 
nonFiction: The Homing Place by Rachel Bryant (WLU Press)

PoetRy: Everything We’ve Loved Comes Back to Find Us by Allan Cooper (Gaspereau Press)

The winners of the Alice Kitts Memorial Award (PictuRe Book) — Odette Barr, Colleen 
Landry & Beth Weatherbee — will read from Take off to Tantramar (Chocolate River 

Publishing) as part of the Saturday Morning Spectacular!
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Word Feast Poetry Bash
York County Cider, 912 Union Street 

Thursday, September 20 
7pm | Free!

Come join us at York County Cider for readings from a quartet of fab-
ulous poets — Lucas Crawford, Jenna Lyn Albert, Steve McOrmond, 
Sina Queyras! 

Free and open to the public! 

Lucas Crawford, Jenna Lyn Albert, Steve McOrmond, and Sina Queyras

Word Feast Book Launch
Westminster Books, 445 King Street 

Friday, September 21 
4:30pm | Free!

Word Feast is happy to welcome Rabindranath Maharaj back to Fred-
ericton (where he was recently UNB’s Writer-in-Residence) to read from 
his new novel Adjacentland (Wolsak & Wynn, 2018).

Free and open to the public! 
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Friday Night Lit
Memorial Hall, UNB Campus 

Friday, September 21 
7pm | Free! + Cash Bar

Friday Night Lit begins with a reading by Donna Kane from her new 
memoir Summer of the Horse. Following up the reading will be the second 
annual Word Feast Lecture, The Old Lost Land of Newfoundland: 
family memory, fiction and myth, by festival headliner Wayne Johnston. 

Then our host and MC for the evening, the CBC’s Colleen Kitts-Goguen, 
will moderate a panel discussion with Donna, Wayne, and Sina Queyras 
on the festival’s theme: literary and cultural memory.

Sina Queyras, Donna Kane, and Wayne Johnston

Annual Word Feast Lecture
2018: Wayne Johnston, The Old Lost Land of Newfoundland: family 
          memory, fiction and myth 

2017: Rebeca Rosenblum, Sorry Not Sorry: Unlikeable Characters in 
          Canadian Literature (and why we kind of love them)
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Words and Music
Memorial Hall, UNB Campus 

Saturday, September 22 
7pm | 10$ + Cash Bar

One of the marquee events of Word Feast. Pamela Mulloy will read from 
her debut novel, The Deserters (Véhicule Press, 2018). Singer-songwriter 
Jaclyn Reinhart will perform a set of music. And Wayne Johnston will 
read from his latest novel, First Snow, Last Light. 

TICKETS: $10. Cash bar will be available. 

Poets Past: 

Reclaiming Our Lost Literary Mothers
Westminster Books, 445 King Street

Saturday, September 22 
3:30pm | Free!

Editor of the Essential Dorothy Roberts (Porcupine’s Quill, 2018), Brian 
Bartlett, will discuss her literary legacy, followed by readings of her 
work by Brian and others from the community. Afterwards, Brian will be 
joined by Sina Queyras for a panel discussion on the topic of reclaiming 
literary mothers, moderated by the CBC’s Colleen Kitts-Goguen.

Pamela Mulloy, Jaclyn Reinhart, and Wayne Johnston

9



Odd Sundays
Corked Wine Bar, 83 Regent St.

Sunday, September 23
2pm | Free!

Odd Sundays at Word Feast is happy to present Brian Bartlett as the 
featured reader. 

An opening set will feature the winner and runners-up of Word Feast’s 
first annual Postcard Story Contest! And of course there will be the Odd 
Sundays standards: open mic and free book draw. 

This event is free and open to the public. 

Brian Bartlett

Word Feast Postcard Story Contest Shortlist
Evonne Haley — “Cow Patty”
Roger Moore — “Auntie Gladys”
Emma Rhodes — “Razor Burn”
Neil Sampson — “The Year of the Monsters”
Neil Sampson — “But didn’t she say the clouds were hers?”

Congratulations to the finalists. The winner, who will receive a $200 
prize, will be announced during the festival. 

Thanks to judge Rabindranath Maharaj!

1st 

Annual!
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Word Feast in the Schools
Various Fredericton Schools 

Tuesday-Friday, September 18-21
During school hours | Free!

Each day from Tuesday to Friday, festival authors will be visiting Fred-
ericton schools to engage students with an exciting blend of humour, 
wordplay and imaginative storytelling. Authors will read from their 
work, talk about experiences with the writing process, and inspire stu-
dents to pursue their own creativity.

Please note: Word Feast in the Schools events will be exclusive to students and 
staff of respective schools and closed to the public.

Saturday Morning Spectacular!
Beaverbrook Art Gallery, 703 Queen Street 

Saturday, September 22 
10am-12pm | Free!

Every kid loves Saturday morning! Word Feast is planning 
a spectacular Saturday celebrating creativity and the arts 
in New Brunswick. Hosted by the Beaverbrook Art 
Gallery, this free event will combine music, books, and 
artwork to create a one-of-a-kind, fun-filled experience for 
children of all ages.

Come watch children’s authors weave their storytelling magic and see 
the gallery come to life, kick off your socks and dance along to live music 
or sketch your own masterpieces in an artist’s workshop for children 
(workshop seating is limited — first come, first serve!).

This year’s event boasts a lively reading by 2017 New Brunswick Book 
Award winners (Alice Kitts Award for Best Picture Book) Odette Barr, 
Colleen Landry, and Beth Weatherbee (authors of the Camelia Airheart 
series of picture books for children); a mysterious, fantasy-filled gallery 
tour by children’s author Wendy McLeod MacKnight; an illustration 
workshop by graphic novelist Roland Daigle; and musical performances 
by award-winning children’s entertainers Scotty and the Stars!

Art workshops will run from 10-11am, followed by readings, music, and 
more fun from 11am-12pm!

Kid 

friendly!
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Word Feast Lunchtime Speaker Series
Join us for lunch and literary conversation in downtown Fredericton! Support lo-
cal restaurants while whetting your appetite with free, engaging talks by experts! 
This event starts at noon every day of the week and is free (lunch not included) 
— arrive early, buy your lunch, and dine on words!

Monday, September 17 
Gahan House Riverside (426 Queen Street)

Brandon Mitchell
Indigenous Authors in the Graphic Novel Medium

Brandon Mitchell will talk about being an Indigenous writer in graphic novels, about his 
process, and about the projects he’s been a part of. 

Tuesday, September 18
Cinnamon Café (469 King Street)

Myfanwy Davies
Podcasting 101

Join CBC producer Myfanwy Davies as she talks about the process and challenges of 
developing a podcast, one of the most popular current forms of storytelling.

Wednesday, September 19
Rustico (304 King Street)

Len Falkenstein
So You Want to Write A Play . . .

This talk will focus on what makes a play a play, and the unique challenges and rewards 
of writing for the stage. From getting inspiration to some strategies for getting started, as 
well as common pitfalls, this conversation will offer beginner playwrights an overview of 
some of the most important fundamentals.

Thursday, September 20
Isaac’s Way (649 Queen Street)

Jan Wong
The Art of the Memoir: First-Person Writing in the Selfie Age
Lunch with Jan Wong! Join her for a lunchtime conversation about her six nonfiction 
books and why memoir writing is so much fun. 

Friday, September 21
King Street Ale House (546 King Street)

Pamela Mulloy
Meet the Editor

Join Pamela Mulloy, editor of The New Quarterly for a discussion on what editors look for 
in a manuscript and how writers can develop their distinctive voice. She will talk about the 
importance of being a good literary citizen, and how that can affect your success as a writer.
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Workshops
We are offering six workshops this year for aspiring writers to choose from. 
Each workshop costs $20 and space is limited. Fuller descriptions are available at 
wordfeast.ca or on Facebook. All workshops take place at the Fredericton Public 
Library. To register, email info@wordfeast.ca

Workshop 1: Steve McOrmond
Breaking Bad: Freeing the Poetic Line from Habits and Norms

Thursday, September 20, 1-3pm

We will look at how our choices about where to break the line affect 
sound, sense, and how a poem moves. By being more conscious about 
our line breaks, and pushing past our own formulas and conventions, 
we can inject greater energy, unexpectedness, and variety into our 
poems. Participants will draft new work, based on prompts or 
constraints, and should come prepared to read and discuss their work. 
Open to beginner and experienced writers.

Workshop 2: Mark Jarman
Prose Workshop.

Thursday, September 20, 1-3pm

This informal workshop will help writers of all levels gain skill in 
editing and revising stories and writing, whether you are interested 
in fiction or nonfiction. You are welcome to hand in work before the 
workshop or simply attend and join in the discussion of the stories, as 
writers can learn a lot from discussing other stories, especially in terms 
of convincing dialogue, writing in scenes, and using fresh language. 

Workshop 3: Sina Queyras
Writing Through Our Literary Mothers

Friday, September 21, 1-3pm

In this workshop, participants will learn about the ways of approaching and 
integrating literary texts.

Workshop 4: Brian Bartlett
The Attractions of Nature Writing

Friday, September 21, 1-3pm

We’ll explore many aspects of nature writing, including location, sub-
jects of focus (from birds, mammals and trees to scientific specifics, 
climate and ecological change), literary style, and the observer/writer’s 
presence. Special attention will be paid to the tradition of chronological 
“books of days,” and to the special rewards of plein-air (outdoor) writing. 
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Workshop 5: Donna Kane
From Confession to Revelation: How to Tell Your Story 

Saturday, September 22, 1-3pm

Everyone has a story, but what makes it worth writing? What makes it worth 
reading? In this workshop, participants will be given tools to recognize the 
underlying forces in their stories and to draw them out in ways that deepen, 
for both writer and reader, the meaning and insights of those stories.

Workshop 6: Rabindranath Maharaj 
Getting Your Novel Ready for Publication

Saturday, September 22, 1-3pm

We will focus on revising your novel to make it more amenable to pub-
lishers. The discussions will centre around the following questions: Do 
you understand the genre in which your novel is placed? Is the length 
and style right for the genre? Do you have an understanding of your 
audience? Is the POV right for this story? Are all the characters neces-
sary? Is your story just a collection of mostly unrelated episodes? Is it a 
short story rather than a novel? Does the chain of events seem inevitable? 
Is there continuity? Is the timeline practical? Have you discovered the 
theme?
 

Plus: a special Writing Workshop for Newcomers to Canada, sponsored 
by The Fiddlehead in collaboration with The Multicultural Association of 
Fredericton. It will take place at The MCAF (28 Saunders Street). 

Anthazia Kadir
Arrivals & Departures — The Stories We Tell

Friday, September 21, 10am-4pm (lunch provided by MCAF), 
and Saturday, September 22, 10am-1pm.

Workshop Focus — Memoir Writing (Prose/Poetry)

This writing workshop, designed for newcomers to Canada, provides the cre-
ative writing tools for them to reconcile with their journeys from one place to 
another. Through reflecting and reminiscing on the travels that have brought 
them thus far, participants will learn how to write about these memories 
using them as launching pads for their continued life journeys. 

Further inquiries can be directed to thefiddlehead@gmail.com
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Biographical Notes
Jenna Lyn Albert is an Acadian poet 
and graduate of the University of New Bruns-
wick’s Creative Writing program. Her poet-
ry has appeared in The Malahat Review, The 
Puritan, CV2, The Temz Review, and Riddle 
Fence. Albert is a member of The Fiddlehead’s 
editorial board and a reader for Goose Lane 
Editions’ Icehouse poetry imprint. Her debut 
collection of poetry, Bec & Call, is forthcom-
ing with Nightwood Editions this fall. 

Muhammad Al-Digeil is a writer, software 
developer and visual artist. He holds degrees 
in Computer Science and Philosophy and 
has studied creative writing at UNB. He has 
lived in Fredericton since 1999. His writing 
— primarily fiction — currently focuses on 
travel and sport and he has published in The 
Antigonish Review.

Odette Barr, Colleen Landry and Beth 
Weatherbee are public school teachers by 
day and writers in any free time they find! 
Each brings a unique perspective to their 
Camelia Airheart books. Odette is the illus-
trator and nature expert; Colleen is the hu-
mourist and wordsmith; Beth is the theat-
rical musician. All three deliver animated 
readings with props and pictures! Their lat-
est book in the Camelia Airheart series, Take 
Off to Tantramar, was awarded the 2017 New 
Brunswick Book Awards’ Alice Kitts Memo-
rial Award for Children’s Literature.

Brian Bartlett has authored seven collections 
of poetry and two books of prose, Ringing 
Here & There: A Nature Calendar (Fitzhenry 
and Whiteside) and Branches Over Ripples: 
A Waterside Journal (Gaspereau). He has also 
edited volumes of selected poems by Don 
Domanski, James Reaney, Robert Gibbs and 
Dorothy Roberts, as well as Collected Poems of 
Alden Nowlan.

Rachel Bryant is a Settler Canadian re-
searcher who divides her time between the 
traditional and unceded territories of the 
Mi’kmaq and Wolastoqiyik peoples. Cur-
rently, she is a Social Sciences and Human-
ities Research Council Postdoctoral Fellow in 
the Department of English at Dalhousie Uni-
versity in K’jipuktuk/Halifax. She spends 
most of her time in Menahkwesk/Saint John 
with her partner and their four babies.

Born in 1946, Herménégilde Chiasson is 
considered an important representative of 
modern Acadia. He has published over 50 
books, written more than 30 staged plays, di-

rected 15 films and showed his visual works 
in more than 150 solo or group exhibitions.

Peter J. Clair was born in Elsipogtog, NB. in 
the Nigmag territory of Signigtog. He now 
lives in Tobique, NB, where he creates ash 
splint baskets of traditional and original 
designs. His baskets and sculptures have 
been exhibited in galleries across Canada. 
Taapoategl & Pallet: A Mi’kmaq Journey of Loss 
and Survival is his first novel. He continues to 
write with an exploratory sense of the orig-
inal language of eastern New Brunswick, 
Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, and east-
ern Quebec. 

Allan Cooper is the author of 15 books 
of poems, most recently Everything We’ve 
Loved Comes Back To Find Us (Gaspereau 
Press, 2017). He has twice won the Alfred 
Bailey Award and was a finalist for the CBC 
Literary awards three times. He divides his 
time between Riverview and his ancestral 
home in Alma, New Brunswick. His new 
and selected poems, Toward the Country of 
Light, will be published in the spring of 2018 
by Pottersfield Press.

Lucas Crawford is a poet and scholar who 
writes about transgender, queer theory, fat 
bodies, disability, architecture, literature, and 
pop culture. Lucas’s poetry books include 
Sideshow Concessions, which won the 2015 
Robert Kroetsch Award for Innovative Poet-
ry, and The High Line Scavenger Hunt, which 
came out this month. By day, Lucas is an As-
sociate Professor of English at UNB. Lucas is 
from rural Nova Scotia.

Wayne Curtis lives in Fredericton, NB. He 
has written eighteen books, a screen play for 
the CBC and many articles and short stories, 
both commercial and literary. He has contrib-
uted to the Globe and Mail, The National Post, 
and Fly Fisherman USA. His awards include 
The David Adams Richards Award, (short 
fiction) 1993, The CBC Drama award, 1997, 
an Honorary Doctorate of letters from St. 
Thomas University, 2005, The Order of New 
Brunswick 2014, and the Senate Sesquicen-
tennial Medal, 2018.

Roland Daigle’s first graphic novel, Les 
Aventures de John et Médée (working title) 
will be published with Bouton d’or Acadie 
(Moncton) in 2018. He is a graduate of the 
Ontario College of Art and Design, and has 
studied illustration at the School of the Mu-
seum of Fine Arts at Tufts University in Bos-
ton and L’Académie de Beaux Arts de Tour-
nai in Belgium. He lives near Richibucto, NB.
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Lynn Davies is the author of three books of 
poetry. Her poems have been broadcast on 
CBC Radio and translated into French and 
Spanish. She also writes essays and book re-
views. Forthcoming from Nimbus Books is a 
collection of riddle poems for children. Lynn 
lives in Fredericton.

Myfanwy Davies is an award-winning 
producer and documentary maker. Born in 
Bathurst, she has been a working journal-
ist for 25 years. During that time, she has 
worked in Ottawa, Windsor, Halifax and 
Moncton. Since 2006, She has been the pro-
ducer of Information Morning in Frederic-
ton. She was recently seconded to work on a 
podcast project for CBC New Brunswick and 
created The Hook — a 12 episode podcast 
series.

Jo-Anne Elder is a writer, translator, and 
community worker. She has translated over 
twenty literary works; three, including 
Herménégilde Chiasson’s Beatitudes, were 
shortlisted for the Governor General’s prize. 
Her collection of flash fiction, Postcards from 
Ex-Lovers (Broken Jaw Press, 2005), won the 
WFNB’s inaugural David Adams Richards 
Prize. 

Len Falkenstein is Director of Drama at the 
University of New Brunswick in Fredericton, 
where he teaches theatre and playwriting. 
His plays include Lac/Athabasca (Playwrights 
Canada Press, second prize winner, Her-
man Voaden National Playwriting Compe-
tition); Utopia; and Doppelganger (published 
in Ryga Vol. 1).  He is currently Playwright in 
Residence for Theatre New Brunswick. 

Phil Hall’s most recent books are Conjuga-
tion (BookThug, 2016), and Guthrie Clothing: 
The Poetry of Phil Hall — a Selected Collage (Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 2015). He has 
won Canada’s Governor General’s Award 
(2011), and Ontario’s Trillium Award (2012). 
This year, he is writer-in-residence at UNB in 
Fredericton.

Clarissa Hurley is a Fredericton-based ac-
tor, playwright, director, dramaturge, and 
editor.  She is a director of the NotaBle Acts 
Theatre Company in Fredericton and edits 
fiction for The Fiddlehead literary magazine. 
Her plays The Lye Sandwich and Mercury, 
have been featured recently in the NBActs 
Summer Theatre Festival.  

Mark Anthony Jarman is the author of Knife 
Party at the Hotel Europa, My White Planet, 19 
Knives, New Orleans Is Sinking, Dancing Night-
ly in the Tavern, and the travel book Ireland’s 

Eye.  His novel, Salvage King Ya!, is on Ama-
zon.ca’s list of 50 Essential Canadian Books.  
He teaches at UNB, where he is fiction editor 
of The Fiddlehead. 

Wayne Johnston was born and raised in the 
St. John’s area of Newfoundland. His #1 na-
tionally bestselling novels include The Divine 
Ryans, A World Elsewhere, The Custodian of 
Paradise, The Navigator of New York, and The 
Colony of Unrequited Dreams, which has been 
made into a stage play and is being devel-
oped as a TV series. Johnston is also the au-
thor of the Charles Taylor Prize-winning and 
bestselling memoir, Baltimore’s Mansion. He 
lives in Toronto. 

Anthazia Kadir has worked as an educator, 
a journalist, and travel writer in her native 
country. She has also dabbled in poetry 
and theatre. Anthazia has published two 
novels, What a Woman Wants in 2009 and 
a translation of Afzal Shaq’s Daughter of 
Pharaoh from Pasto and Urdu into English 
in 2011. Anthazia continues to work in 
education and facilitates Creative Writing 
workshops for seniors and immigrants. 

Donna Kane’s poems, short fiction, essays 
and reviews have been published widely. 
She is the author of two collections of poetry. 
Her most recent book, Summer of the Horse, 
was published by Harbour Publishing in 
2018. She lives in northern BC.

Wendy McLeod MacKnight lives in 
Fredericton and wrote her debut novel at 
age nine. Past Deputy Minister of Education, 
she has been known to wander art galleries 
and have spirited conversations with the 
paintings. Her latest children’s novel, The 
Frame Up, was published in 2018 and brings 
artwork to life, literally. She hopes readers 
will be inspired to visit local art galleries 
and create their own masterpieces. www.
wendymcleodmacknight.com

Rabindranath Maharaj is the author of six 
novels and three short story collections. His 
novels were awarded/shortlisted for the fol-
lowing prizes: The Toronto Book Award, the 
Trillium Fiction Prize, the Commonwealth 
Writers’ Prize, The Chapters First Novel 
Award, and The Rogers Fiction Award. In 
2013, he was awarded the Queen Elizabeth 
II Diamond Jubilee Medal. In May 2018, his 
novel, Adjacentland, and Luminous Ink, a col-
lection of essays he coedited, were published. 

Paul McAllister is a Fredericton-based chil-
dren’s author and the owner of Monster 
House Publishing. Paul’s second book in the 
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Herman the Monster series, A New Song for 
Herman, was released in 2017. Using the new 
“Herman the Monster” series as its foun-
dation, Monster House Publishing strives 
to encourage youth to embrace the joys of 
reading while emphasizing the potential of 
every child.

Steve McOrmond is the author of four 
collections of poetry, most recently Reckon 
(Brick Books 2018). The Good News about Ar-
mageddon (Brick Books 2010) appeared on a 
number of book critics’ Best of 2010 lists and 
was shortlisted for the 2011 ReLit Award. 
His second collection, Primer on the Hereaf-
ter (Wolsak and Wynn 2006), was awarded 
the Atlantic Poetry Prize. His debut collec-
tion, Lean Days (Wolsak and Wynn 2004), was 
shortlisted for the Gerald Lampert Award. 
Originally from Prince Edward Island, he 
lives in Toronto.

Brandon Mitchell is Mi’gmaq, currently re-
siding in Fredericton but born in Campbell-
ton, from Listuguj, Quebec. In 2003 Brandon 
created and self-published Sacred Circles, 
a modern adventure that blends Mi’gmaq 
legends with contemporary times. He has 
5 writing credits with Healthy Aboriginal 
Network (HAN), a non-profit publisher that 
focuses on telling culturally appropriate in-
digenous stories focusing on health issues, 
including as an assistant writer and editor 
for their first book Darkness Calls, a suicide 
prevention book, and was a writing and il-
lustration facilitator for Drawing Hope, an 
anthology by youth living with FASD.

Nathaniel G. Moore’s latest book is Goodbye 
Horses, a reanimation of Catullus’s poetry. 
His work is forthcoming in Toronto Life, and 
he is currently working on a new nonfiction 
book about his family’s involvement in a 
Satanic/Anglican cult in Toronto during the 
late 1960s. Moore currently lives in Freder-
icton and runs moorehype, his publicity firm.

Pamela Mulloy’s short fiction has been pub-
lished in the UK and Canada. She is the ed-
itor of The New Quarterly. Pamela Mulloy 
grew up in Moncton, NB, and now lives in 
Kitchener, Ontario with her husband and 
daughter.

Nathasha Pilotte is a self-taught artist re-
siding in Saint John, NB. She creates her art-
work in a home studio under the supervision 
of her two cats. When she isn’t writing or il-
lustrating children’s books, Nathasha makes 
whimsical and humorous creatures out of 
felt and fleece.

Sina Queyras is the author of the poetry col-
lections, My Ariel, MxT, Expressway and Lem-
on Hound, all from Coach House. Her work 
has been nominated for a Governor Gener-
al’s Award, and won The Friends of Poetry 
Award from Poetry Magazine, The AM Klein 
Award for Poetry, a Lambda, the Pat Lowther 
Award, a Pushcart Prize and Gold in the Na-
tional Magazine Award. Her first novel, Au-
tobiography of Childhood was nominated for 
the Amazon.ca First Novel Award. In 2005 
she edited Open Field: 30 Contemporary Cana-
dian Poets, for Persea Books. She is founding 
editor of Lemon Hound. She has taught cre-
ative writing at Rutgers and Haverford.

Jaclyn Reinhart isn’t afraid to wear her heart 
on her sleeve writing and performing songs 
that draw from real life experiences. This in-
sightfully funny and charming singer-song-
writer from Fredericton, NB, performs a bal-
ance of a roots pop/rock style that blend her 
influences and love of icons such as Serena 
Ryder, Jann Arden and Sheryl Crow.  

Scotty and the Stars is an award-winning 
children’s musical entertainment group that 
delivers positive messages, encourages ac-
tive participation and promotes musical ed-
ucation through original music and enthusi-
astic live performances. Scotty and the Stars 
are three time ECMA nominees and have 
been awarded the Kids’ CBC Song Search 
and Music NB’s 2015 and 2012 Children’s 
Recording of the Year. Their highly-anticipat-
ed fourth album “Dancing Like a Dinosaur” 
features Alan Jeffries (David Myles) on banjo 
and acoustic guitar.

Emily Skov-Nielsen is the author of Volta 
(Anstruther Press), and an MA in English/
Creative Writing graduate from UNB. Her 
poems have appeared in numerous literary 
journals across Canada such as The Malahat 
Review, Prairie Fire, The Puritan, and she has 
work forthcoming in PRISM International. 
She lives and writes in Fredericton, NB.

Jan Wong is the author of six nonfiction 
books. Her first bestseller, Red China Blues: 
My Long March from Mao to Now, was named 
one of Time magazine’s top ten books of 
1996, and remains banned in China. Her 
latest book is Apron Strings: Navigating Food 
and Family in France, Italy, and China.

Thanks for supporting 
Word Feast!
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Send it to our 28th Annual Literary Contest!

Deadline: postmarked by 3 December 2018
$5000 in Prizes

Have a story or poem about to bloom?

Full Details: thefiddlehead.ca/contest

Now accepting 

submissions 

on 

Submittable!

Keep an eye out for events leading up to Fiddlehead 2020, our 75th anniversary!

Thanks to our funding partners! 

Thanks to our festival sponsors! 
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Thanks to our funding partners! 

Thanks to our festival sponsors! 
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Thanks to our community partners! 


